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The power of the nobility 
he political power of Bretonnia is 
concentrated in the hands of the 
nobility; a large body of often 
decadent aristocrats who dominate 
the landscape of the kingdom. 
Virtually the entire country is under 
the rule of one noble or another, 

excepting some of the towns and a few regions under 
clerical jurisdiction.  
 Aristocratic power in Bretonnia derives from one 
thing: land. Those who own the land have the power, and 
since it is the nobility who still hold most of the land, they 
constitute the most important group in the land.  
 At the time of the first conquest and settlement of 
Bretonnia some 1500 years ago, the kings needed to 
establish their authority by placing great warriors and 
magnates in charge of their newly-won territories. These 
rulers had to be tough and self-reliant in order to protect 
the peasantry from the many enemies that still stalked the 
darker corners of the land. The lower orders, both 
peasants and other nobles, swore binding oaths of 
allegiance and service to their local lord in return for his 
protection; from this custom arose the feudal system and, 
ultimately, modern patronage.  
 At first, these regional rulers held their power directly 
from the King, but over the years titles and holdings 
became hereditary and, eventually, more or less 
independent of royal influence. For a long time (from 
about 1300 years ago to around 300 years ago) the 
regional nobility ruled unchallenged in their domains, 
with many great modern clans such as the De Semblancy 
rising to prominence in this period. Starting about the year 
2100 IC, however, the crown began to win back much of 
its power in the provinces, using persuasion and intrigue 
as much as cold steel to win dominion over recalcitrant 
Comtes and Ducs. The slow process of rebuilding royal 
power is far from complete, with the nobility still being 
extremely wealthy and important; at times they are still 
perfectly willing to act against the crown, though such 
open disobedience is rare. In general, Charles III de la 
Tête d'Or has far greater power over his lands and nobility 
than, for example, the Emperor does over the Empire, and 
can normally count upon the nobles to rally to his cause, 
if only in the hope of gaining royal favour. It is through 
the nobles that Charles is able to summon armies and 
collect some of his taxes from the provinces; there, the 
power of the King is not yet firm enough to bypass their 
ancient privileges.  
 There are over a thousand noble families in Bretonnia, 
ranging enormously in wealth and power from almost 
impoverished knights desperately clinging on to their 
decayed estates, up to the lavish and opulent magnates, 
leaders of the greatest families in the land such as the De 
Semblancy and the Capucinet. In between lie many 

different grades of nobility, regulated by the titles of Duc, 
Comte, Viscomte and similar, giving a general idea of an 
aristocrat's standing. Just to make the situation even more 
complicated, many of the greater nobles hold more than 
one title and estate; some of the most important might 
hold up to a dozen titles, and will dish them out to 
relatives as favours.  
 The upper echelons of the clergy are also under noble 
dominion, and it is common for younger noble sons to go 
into one of the various priesthoods whilst the heir inherits 
control of the ancestral lands; in this way huge power 
blocs spanning spiritual and worldly spheres of interest 
are forged by acquisitive households. The Cardinals, in 
particular, are nearly always of noble parentage; their 
concerns are all too often more political than theological, 
but only they can command enough money and support to 
be able to win 'election' into these influential posts. 
Perhaps the most successful example of this upstanding 
tradition is Henri Armagnac Dumourieux, Cardinal of the 
cult of Shallya, Prime Minister and currently the most 
powerful man in Bretonnia after the King. 
 

Organisation of the nobility 
Patronage: Patronage is no new concept amongst the 
Bretonnian nobility; it has been in existence in one form 
or another for at least 1500 years, and grew out of the 
system instituted by the very first Kings in order to bring 
some semblance of order to the turbulent society of the 
era. A major change that has taken place over the last 
three centuries, however, has been the growth in prestige 
and power of the monarchy; now, the greatest nobles fight 
for the favour of the crown as well as with each other.  
 Essentially, patronage consists of lower-level nobles 
(the 'clients') agreeing to serve a superior noble family. In 
return for this military and political support, the greater 
family (the 'patron') provides favours and protection for 
their clients, which might take the form of money, land, 
government posts, advancement at court or an 
advantageous marriage. The terms patron and client are 
very rarely used in public, as directly referring to anybody 
as one's vassal is an affront to the pride that exists at all 
levels of Bretonnian society. Indeed, the whole system is 
in most cases unspoken, based on ties of blood and 
honour (oaths are taken very seriously by the Bretonnians, 
and accusing someone of breaking a promise causes 
intense outrage). Documents affirming arrangements are 
becoming more common, however, along with the slow 
rise of a bureaucratic class. Important land transactions, 
marriages and other deals are now usually committed to 
writing and sealed by numerous witnesses, but most more 
traditional nobles (who, given the conservatism of 
Bretonnia, are in the majority) still prefer the 'personal 
touch' and greater sense of control offered by direct verbal 
promises. The peasantry, who are for the most part 
illiterate, have a deep awe and fear of paperwork. It is 
seen as one more trick of the nobles and landowners to 
get the better of them; but even so, whenever a farmer is 
forced into any sort of important deal, he will obtain a 
written record of the conditions whenever possible to 
increase his standing amongst the neighbours - never 
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mind the fact that he can very rarely make any sense of 
what the document actually says. 
Patronage and warfare: The nature of patronage means 
that when the gauntlet is cast down and great families 
come to blows, the conflict is extended far beyond their 
own relatives and lands, dragging in large swathes of 
territory across Bretonnia and turning into a bloody civil 
war - often with the King having virtually no control over 
the matter. In the past, great ducal armies roamed the land 
burning and pillaging with impunity, whilst the Kings 
were able to raise barely enough men to hold their own 
castles against the marauders. The situation for the crown 
has improved somewhat over the centuries, but whilst 
Charles II de la Dure did try to enforce non-military 
resolution of quarrels (if only to preserve military 
resources for his own campaigns abroad), other Kings 
before him took a more lenient stance and allowed the 
leading aristocrats to expend their energies in feuding 
against each other rather than against the crown. There are 
dozens of regions across the land that have been ravaged 
by these 'petites guerres', and in one famously violent 
feud in 2379 IC almost the entire city of Quenelles was 
burned to the ground in riots caused by competing nobles.  
 More constructively, patronage networks of nobles 
and their dependants provide a framework for royal 
military forces and expeditions. The banners of the 
nobility form the backbone of the Bretonnian battle-line, 
with the King still enjoying the time-honoured right of 
ordering the nobility to aid him in warfare by bringing 
their retinues into the field on his behalf. However, if an 
especially arduous campaign seems likely the nobles will 
demand some sort of extra favour from the King in return 
for committing more of their forces. This might be 
exemption from tax this year, or perhaps control over any 
conquests that may result from the campaign. 
Apprentissage: Bretonnian nobles are introduced to the 
patronage system from an early age. Sons and in 
particular heirs are customarily despatched to their 
patron's household for their 'apprentissage' in the arts of 
war and graceful life; that is, hunting, fighting, gaming, 
drinking and carousing, amongst other enticing activities. 
Another motive for 'apprentissage' is to instil respect and 
loyalty to one's patron (accounting for the immense value 
placed on traditions and continuity by Bretonnians), 
which often counts for more than that due to the King - 
but few nobles envision this sort of eventuality, and have 
no problem whatsoever with serving both King and patron 
diligently. In recent years, few situations have arisen in 
which these two sets of ideals have come into conflict; if 
they were to do so, the very foundations of Bretonnian 
society would be shaken to their roots. One such crisis 
arose in the 'Affair of the Lonely Maiden' when a dispute 
over the inheritance of Jeanne de Beaumanoir in 2234 IC 
brought the then-powerful Mignon family into open revolt 
against the King, prompting a long and bitter civil war 
across eastern Bretonnia. Bourgon still bears the scars of 
this conflict, and the Beaumanoir lands to this day are a 
cause for consternation. 

The lower classes and patronage  
Not only the nobility partake of the benefits and 

pitfalls of the patronage system; the vassals of each 

member of a client network indulge in a much smaller 
scale version. For instance, the peasant farmers on a 
gentleman's land will expect favours and support from 
their landowner, who in turn will receive aid from the 
local noble. A great deal of rivalry takes place amongst 
those on an equal footing, who bicker and scheme for 
minor privileges and petty advantages. Farmers will 
obsequiously beg for exemptions and rights to more land; 
gentlemen will strive to win blood-ties to the lowest 
levels of the nobility.  
 The system works because both parties need the other 
both to maintain their current position and to compete 
with their fellows; gentlemen rely on their tenants' 
goodwill and support to keep up the supply of goods and 
money which guarantees the favour of the nobility.  
 More directly, the oaths and services of patronage 
cement Bretonnian society. It is very hard for anyone to 
rise above his or her station, or at least to do so easily; 
from the divinely-ordained King down to the lowliest 
serf, everyone is assigned their own place to work at and 
stick to. Quite simply, trying to change this order is a 
direct challenge to the accepted social system and sense 
of public propriety; anybody with pretensions of grandeur 
is severely disapproved of, and lowly peasants or 
merchants who do have such unpalatable ambitions can 
expect to be executed or sent to the slave galleys, if 
they're lucky. Social mobility is thus rare and difficult; 
just about everyone considers tradition and consistency to 
be vital aspects of life. Anybody who does upset the 
existing system arouses deep mistrust and suspicion. 
Attempting to better one's equals, though, is a favourite 
pastime at all levels of society: peasants argue over whose 
cabbages are biggest and submit them to the local gentry 
for arbitration, whilst Comtes try and construct the most 
elaborate chateaux. 
 Academics, professionals and wizards in Bretonnia's 
towns and universities count their customers' loyalty as a 
kind of patronage, and taking one's custom elsewhere is 
seen as rather insulting and 'not on'. Important works and 
great publications also require large scale investment on 
the part of wealthy patrons, typically guilds and nobles 
who wish to put their name to the latest and most 
distinguished cultural achievements; vicious contests take 
place as competing scholars and artists try and prove the 
importance of their project - or take out the opposition.  
 Patronage even extends to the urban classes of 
Bretonnia, which work as their own little (often very 
arrogant) worlds isolated from the rural majority; 
gangland leaders have networks of client thugs, whilst 
leading 'bourgeoisie' merchant families hold lesser traders 
in their thrall and may in turn seek to join the ranks of the 
gentry or even the aristocracy. Despite their wealth from 
trade, these merchants still see the nobility and land-
ownership as the real ticket to power and prestige in 
Bretonnia, and rightly so; wealth from trade is both 
insecure and sneered at by the all-powerful nobility. 
Individuals who have achieved this dream of buying in to 
land are known as 'noblesse de robe', and attract the scorn 
of more established members of the upper, landed class. 
The 'true' aristocracy's attitude to the urban elite is 
ambiguous, though, with many aristocrats forming 
treaties with merchants and guilds for the regulation of 
trade and the supply of raw materials, to the profit of both 
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parties. As involvement with trade of any kind is seen as 
'gauche' by the nobility, such involvements are usually 
very discretely organised and rarely discussed. The 
merchants, however, take immense pride in any dealings 
they have with gentle-folk.  
 It is the inability of the lowliest members of urban 
society to gain any sort of patronage that often leads to 
unrest in the towns; they simply have nothing to offer the 
rest of society apart from one more mouth to feed, or, at 
best, one more fist and yell in the mob. It is consequently 
very easy for the big players in a city to bring together 
enormous crowds of short-term clients through offers of 
food or work. 
 It should be remembered that patronage exists not as a 
way of affirming the existing hierarchy by binding the 
different classes together through oaths of service and 
allegiance from top to bottom; not as a ladder for social 
climbing. People can only get out of their place in the 
system with great difficulty; and most get just enough out 
of it to stay where they are in relative peace and comfort. 
This fundamental respect for security, established 
tradition and a well-defined structure dominates 
Bretonnian society. 
Shifting allegiance: It is possible to shift one's allegiance 
from one patron to another - and patrons are equally 
capable of withdrawing their aid from a client. However, 
unless very unusual circumstances are involved, changes 
of this sort are only common at the highest levels, where 
the land's most powerful families struggle (often 
violently) for the dominance of important heirs, towns 
and estates, or for the King's attentions. Lower down the 
social hierarchy, it is seen as bad form to shift one's 
allegiance without a very good reason, such as treachery, 
rescinding on an oath or failing to fulfil one's expected 
duties. 
 Peasants, not surprisingly, have the most difficult task 
in changing their patron; the gentry and local nobles can 
usually bring overwhelming legal forces to bear on any 
farmer who thinks he has sufficient grievance to want to 
become someone else's client. Fear and innate 
conservatism make these cases rare. However, sometimes 
the potential new patron offers his aid to a prospective 
client in the legal process, with great struggles taking 
place in local courts over the control of fertile or 
otherwise desirable territory. The complications, 
ambiguities and queer ancient precedents make all cases 
of this type exceedingly interesting, and they are closely 
followed by everyone in the locality.  
 Frequently wills leave the patronage of certain farms 
or lands to others, resulting in the splitting of estates and 
shifts in client networks. In fact, it is in this matter that the 
most crucial difference is seen between 'free' peasants and 
serfs, or 'villeins'. Free peasants are those who work their 
own land but hold it as a fief from a landowner or noble, 
and are, at least in theory, able to join another patron if 
they have a grievance of some sort; they have a 
marginally higher status in the courts. Serfs, however, 
farm the land owned directly by a noble or gentleman and 
have virtually no rights or freedoms to change their 
allegiance or even leave their lord's lands; they can be 
bought, sold or given away by their masters with impunity 
and are only marginally more highly regarded than true 
slaves. 

The extent of patronage: The landscape of Bretonnia is 
dominated by the patronage networks, with everyone 
ultimately holding fealty to the next person above them. 
Generally they are in a geographical pattern, with great 
families holding large tracts of both their own private 
estates and neighbouring nobles' lands through patronage. 
The King, despite the profligate favour-granting of recent 
centuries, is still the richest and most powerful patron in 
the land; he not only has enormous estates in the royal 
'domaine' (mostly situated in Breton), but also receives 
tax payments from across the nation (though exemption 
from some or all taxation is a common boon granted to 
leading nobles and towns).  
Women and patronage: Women's place in the patronage 
system is an uncertain one. Bretonnian society as a whole 
is very chauvinistic, and the legal status of women is 
considerably lower than that of men. It is forbidden under 
the  earliest and most fundamental Bretonnian laws for 
land to be inherited through the female line, females 
cannot vote in town elections and in most other respects 
women are faced with an uphill struggle. However, if 
there is no alternative the law does grudgingly respect the 
passage of land to a female heir, though it is expected that 
she will remarry again and the lands pass to her husband 
and later her sons. In spite of this, there have been many 
cases in the past of strong and wilful females who have 
taken on and beaten everything male society has thrown 
at them; the men of Bretonnia have a healthy respect for 
the hidden wrath and persuasive abilities of the fairer sex, 
and it is not uncommon for sheepish men to waive their 
legal rights and dues under the gaze of a stern-faced wife 
or mother.  

An example of patronage 
Below is described a typical chain of patronage, 

showing how the commonest peasant is linked, 
eventually, to the King in the overall scheme of society. 
 At the bottom of the heap is Jacques Morin. He is a 
free peasant living in Flandres in the small village of Bois 
l'Ortui; his lands are just sufficient for him to keep 
himself, his wife and his seven children comfortable. 
Currently he is petitioning his patron for rights to become 
warden of his parish; a post which would grant him some 
very minor but competitively sought privileges over his 
neighbours, such as the power to forcibly remove pesky 
fences like the one that encroaches onto his north field. 
 Next up the ladder is Lucien d'Ivressy, the local 
landowner and a member of the gentry. Unlike the 
nobility, the gentry do have to take an active interest in 
the management of their lands for the sake of economy, 
and their existence is far from as secure or comfortable as 
that of the nobility. Nevertheless, they jealously guard the 
wealth and power allowed them by their elevated status. 
Lucien controls five villages in Flandres, including 
Jacques Morin's home of Bois l'Ortui. Although now well 
into his sixties and too susceptible to cold to venture out 
from his fortified manor house except in summer, Lucien 
makes sure that his lands are run strictly and by and large 
efficiently; his bailiffs are notoriously uncompromising 
and ready with their fists. Just as he receives demands 
from Morin and his like for small advantages, Lucien is 
equally keen to press the interests of the d'Ivressy family 
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to those above him, and genealogy is a favourite hobby of 
his (he claims to be able to trace a tenuous link to the 
royal family, and will gladly and proudly explain the link 
to anyone who has a few hours to spare). At present, his 
main preoccupation is the marriage of his son, Armand; 
he hopes to gain the hand of his patron's daughter, 
furthering the bloodline and, hopefully, the power of the 
d'Ivressy clan. 

 Baron Antoine Romier de 
l'Estat is the noble patron who is 
lucky enough to be the subject of 
Lucien's attentions. Romier is 
quite a minor noble, who has 
about half a dozen clients of 
gentry status and a reasonably 
large (though, it has to be said, 
not especially well-run) estate of 
his own. By and large, Romier is 
too busy with honourable and 
courtly pursuits to worry himself 
about little things like land 
management; this onerous duty 
is left to his stewards. Once a 
week, Romier brings himself to 
sit through an afternoon of 
audiences with his clients and 
tenants, listening to pleas and 
grievances. Normally he is bored 

out of his wits after about half an hour, and is forced to 
adjourn proceedings because of a headache. He has a 
large number of children; five by his current (that is, 
third) wife Marie and at least eleven by various 'femmes 
de la nuit' in towns and villages across Bretonnia, one or 
two of whom he supports with surreptitious pensions 
every few months. The near-constant bootlicking of 
Lucien d'Ivressy amuses and irritates him; Lucien is 
certainly the most dutiful and efficient of his clients, who 
openly vie to present him with the choicest tribute in the 
hope of the greatest compliments and most lucrative 
favours. What Romier has not told d'Ivressy is that he has 
already got husbands lined up for his three daughters; he 
plans to keep Lucien and Armand on tenterhooks for as 
long as possible, though, to ensure the best service. 
 Romier's patron is the extremely powerful Cardinal 
Henri Armagnac Dumourieux, the King's leading adviser 
and master of a very substantial court faction. However, 
Romier is in this case one amongst a great throng of 
nobles who are beholden unto the Cardinal; in fact, it is 
unusual for there not to be another level of patronage 
between a Baron of Romier's standing and a figure like 
Dumourieux. Of course, direct dealings between the two 
men are rare; it is unlikely that the Cardinal would 
remember more of Romier than a name, or perhaps the 
level of contribution he is capable of making to his cause. 
Although Romier takes every opportunity he can to visit 
the household of the Cardinal (which is situated at the 
Maison Verte in Couronne) and even, once or twice, the 
royal court in the Oisillon Palace, rising out of the crowd 
is not easy; at both establishments he is outshone by the 
many Ducs, Comtes and nobles of higher rank who also 
wish to secure the favours of the great magnate. This does 
not stop him trying, though, and Romier cherishes 
ambitions of winning direct influence over the Cardinal, 

connections to his family and, eventually, grants of land 
and position from the crown. Whether or not the Baron's 
political skills are up to the challenge or not is another 
matter entirely; just one inopportune word or gesture is 
enough to end any chance of advancement, and could 
result in something far worse and, almost certainly, far 
messier.  
 Cardinal Dumourieux is in theory the King's client; 
after all, there isn't really anyone more powerful for him 
to turn to. The relationship at this level is not so very 
different as that lower down; the major change is the 
magnitude of any actions and decisions taken. Now, not 
only single estates and villages are at stake, but entire 
provinces and thousands of lives. Also, the King himself 
only sees fit to engage in the most vital of matters, 
making his patronage all the more sought after; but few 
would dare to openly press their case upon Charles III, 
who is notoriously changeable in his moods. Dumourieux 
is engaged in hardball intrigue with the King and the 
other leading noble families; he is versed in decades of 
shady dealing, and has no qualms about using underhand 
methods to win pre-eminence over his greatest rivals, 
especially the De Semblancy clan. To prevent the 
opposition gaining any sort of advantage over him, the 
Cardinal is obliged to spend most of his time in 
Guisoreux and at the Oisillon Palace and leaves the 
management of his own lands and clients to his capable 
elder brother Henri-Philippe; the Cardinal maintains a 
large faction at the Oisillon Palace composed of his and 
his brother's leading clients. The precise makeup of this 
faction at the Palace is in part rotated, with a few constant 
companions of undoubted ability and influence standing 
alongside lowlier companions who take turn about to visit 
the royal court and at least have a whiff of some sort of 
advancement to reward their support. In return for this 
attendance and political aid, the Cardinal is able to grant 
financial benefits, organise advantageous marriages and 
sometimes put forward his own candidates for important 
governmental positions. The Cardinal's own relations with 
the King are at a more instinctual level; loyalty and 
service to the King is implicit, and since Dumourieux 
already has a position of such power his major concern is 
maintaining it. He and the greatest nobles see the King 
and his wishes as malleable and open to interpretation, 
partly because Charles himself does not often deal 
directly with people where government is concerned; they 
tend to do their own thing and then fit it into some 
interpretation of dutiful service to the crown, or persuade 
the King to do what they want rather than perhaps what 
might be best. In other cases, they prefer to just cover up 
more salubrious activities; but the fundamental sense of 
loyalty to the crown found even at the highest levels of 
society prevents open rebellion. At least, it has up till 
now; no-one has ever enjoyed such prominence and 
power as Cardinal Dumourieux, or at least no-one with 
his comparatively obscure background. In his rise to 
power, the Cardinal has raised many grievances that may 
come back to haunt him. 
 Thus, everyone from King Charles III de la Tête d'Or 
down to Jacques Morin are joined up in the great 
patronage networks that form the basis of Bretonnian 
society. 
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The workings of the council 
One of the most prestigious and influential bodies in 

the kingdom is the King's State Council. The most basic 
duty of the council is to advise the King on how to govern 
the kingdom, but he retains overall power and can veto 
any decision taken. In practice, he usually delegates 
responsibility for various duties to members of the 
council, who take care of the matter on the King's behalf. 
There are many possibilities for political advancement for 
those on the council, which is filled with a mix of the 
King's favourites, great nobles and a few genuinely 
effective administrators.  
 Technically, the King is able to invite anyone at all to 
the meetings, but the only ones in regular attendance are 
the Ministers. They are the individuals in charge of the 
departments involved in running the kingdom, such as 
finance, the military and foreign affairs. In the past, many 
important nobles have also attended the council simply 
because of their rank and position at court (Charles II de 
la Dure, for instance, sometimes simply called out that the 
council was in session as he sat in the midst of a palace 
garden party), but thanks largely to the ministrations of 
Cardinal Dumourieux numbers are kept strictly limited; 
indeed, unless the King is adamant he can usually 
dissuade him from inviting anyone except the regular 
Ministers, who are obliged to attend. He is fully aware 
that letting many more individuals onto the council could 
compromise his own position of power. Instead, he 
prefers to let the various factions either work through the 
councillors, allowing him to keep tabs on affairs, or to try 
and get the King's ear when he is outside the council 
chamber. Since he is not keen on discussing 'dull' matters 
of money, government and appointments when not at the 
council, it is very hard for other nobles to get him to listen 
to their wishes. All the court is aware of this problem, and 
know full well that Cardinal Dumourieux is the cause. 
Not surprisingly, there are a great many individuals at 
court with serious grudges against Dumourieux, though 
none have so far dared try to forge a serious plot or 
alliance to lessen his powers.  
 The Cardinal has many spies in and around the 
Oisillon Palace, anxiously watching for any conspiracy 
and ready to take any steps to prevent a challenge to his 
pre-eminence. All other Ministers, though, are deeply 
involved with the patronage networks and factions at 
court. 

The State Council Ministers 
THE PRIME MINISTER: Normally, there is no Prime 
Minister, and the King either takes more responsibilities 
himself or delegates them more evenly. Under Charles III, 
however, Cardinal Dumourieux has risen to command far 
greater powers than any other individual in the land. Quite 
simply, it is he who runs the kingdom on Charles's behalf, 
handing out tasks and responsibilities to royal agents and 

Ministers. Many of the most important 
tasks he takes upon himself, and he 
spends long hours poring over ledgers 
and reports. Despite the immense 
workload placed on the Cardinal, he 
apparently has boundless energy, and 
it is said that he does not sleep but 
simply says a short prayer to Shallya. 

He is a firm ruler, with a prodigious intellect and the 
ability to work any situation to his advantage. Sometimes 
this precludes taking the best course of action for 
Bretonnia. In practice it is he who chairs State Council 
meetings, standing in the King's stead whilst he is 
hunting, sleeping or engaged in some other graceful 
pursuit. Even when Charles is there, those who are sharp 
eyed notice him peer over at the Cardinal before 
answering. Power of this magnitude is a dangerous thing, 
and in gaining and keeping his position Dumourieux has 
made many enemies, not least the powerful De 
Semblancy clan. A major part of the Cardinal's time is 
spent in keeping the De Semblancy and other political 
enemies at bay; a task which gets harder every day. 
 
MINISTER OF FINANCE: The current Minister of 
Finance is Pierre Granvelle, second son of Bernard 
Granvelle, former governor of l'Anguille and head of a 
powerful noble faction. The position of his son on the 
council owes much to the extent of the Granvelle family's 
new-found influence; but even more important to the 
Granvelle's status is their proven ability as administrators, 
clerks and businessmen. Pierre is no exception; indeed, he 
is widely said to possess a magical affinity for numbers, 
so great is his arithmetic ability. He is able to accomplish 
in a matter of seconds calculations that even learned men 
need hours to complete, and he never makes mistakes; 
this is, for him, a serious point of honour. Coupled with 
this uncanny skill is a gift for management and 
accountancy, which has proved extremely useful given 
the somewhat chaotic state of Bretonnian finances. Taxes, 
dues, exemptions and pensions have accumulated over the 
centuries, so that today the system is positively byzantine 
in complexity. Even the financial wizardry of Pierre 
Granvelle is barely enough to maintain solvency, and any 
serious expenditure - such as on a major war - would soon 
bring the whole system crashing down. Pierre is probably 
the busiest man at the Oisillon Palace, and can spare but 
little time to parade the ballrooms and galleries of the 
great palace; most of his waking hours are spent shut in a 
small room with a candle and a quill. Relations with the 
other council members are good, especially with Cardinal 
Dumourieux, who values Pierre's skills very highly; in 
fact, he is one of the few individuals whom the Cardinal 
is prepared to trust, at least on matters of finance. 
Consequently, so long as he is able to give to the King 
and the Cardinal what they want to fulfil their various 
designs, Pierre is left to his own devices. There is much 
idle speculation amongst the other nobles at court as to 
what he does in his valuable spare time, and Pierre 
Granvelle is the butt of several unkind jokes devised by 
his family's enemies. 
 
MINISTER OF THE ARMY AND THE NAVY: In the 
past, this post has been normally occupied by the Marshal 
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of Bretonnia, who after the King commands all the armed 
forces of the nation. Thanks largely to the machinations of 
Cardinal Dumourieux, however, the present Marshal 
(François de Semblancy, the Cardinal's arch enemy) does 
not hold a place on the State Council. The last Marshal, 
Francois' father Chlodion de Semblancy, was Minister of 
the Army and the Navy, but although his son was 
appointed Marshal after his death, Charles II de la Dure 
instead elected to appoint an apparently unknown minor 
noble, Baron Henri Merienne. It was widely rumoured 
that the old King was somehow indebted to Merienne for 
some incident in early manhood; according to some 
reports the two were educated together, and a few speak 
of a horrible secret, the truth of which Merienne alone 
knew. Whatever the case may have been, Merienne died 
in 2511 IC, several years after Charles II; before his death 
the old King must have spoken with his son so that the 
Baron's position was not challenged. After Merienne's 
death, Charles III is said to have wept in joy, and then to 
have ordered the Baron's chambers entirely turned over 
and the contents burned without regard. None have 
explained the reasons for this conduct.  
 In Merienne's stead Charles III, at the suggestion of 
Cardinal Dumourieux, selected his best friend, Louis 
Villeroi, then aged 17. This was a shocking move, and 
many observers then and since have muttered that the 
move marked the end of all dignity and respect in the 
State Council and in the country as a whole. Not least 
amongst those angered at the change was François de 
Semblancy; it is said that two servants were killed before 
his rage died down. His reaction was not totally 
unjustified; Villeroi is, although famously handsome, not 
very bright at all and is committed to ladies and courtly 
life rather than military affairs. He is a dreamy, rather 
whimsical young man given to flowing cuffs and 
sentimental poetry. Villeroi's origins, too, are somewhat 
shrouded in mystery; none can actually pinpoint the time 
he came to court before being appointed to the State 
Council and winning the adoring eye of King Charles. In 
fact, a generally hazy, ethereal quality seems to follow 
him everywhere, leaving all he speaks to faintly bemused.  
 His apparent naivety and lack of decisive action suit 
Cardinal Dumourieux very well; there is one less 
politically interested individual close to the King to worry 
about, the influence of the De Semblancy is decidedly 
limited and the army is kept firmly under control.  
 
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS: 
Because this position is so dependent upon impressing 
visiting dignitaries, Cardinal Dumourieux and the King 
support the Marquis de Frejus as Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs. Hubert de la Motte, head of the Amboise 
and cousin to the King is very effective in this role, and 
all visitors to the Oisillon Palace have gone away with 
very clear memories of the splendour of the King. He was 
appointed by Gontrand, Duc de Gascogne, during his 
regency. Certainly his elevation owes something to 
nepotism (Gontrand was Hubert's father; when first 
chosen as Secretary in 2507 IC, Hubert was just 21), but 
to everyone's surprise the young southerner has proved 
highly suited to the position.  
 Much more of Bretonnia's international standing is 
built on the good organisational abilities of Hubert de la 

Motte than people know; thanks to him, Charles III de la 
Tête d'Or enjoys a reputation as the most magnificent 
monarch in the Old World. On the other hand, some have 
taken this the wrong way, and see the Bretonnian nobility 
as decadent and wasteful. Whether or not this is true is 
not Hubert's concern; he will continue to put on the best 
organised and most exciting parties for as long as he 
occupies this ministry. Yet his responsibilities do not end 
with diplomatic occasions; he is also charged with 
incoming and outgoing communications with foreign 
rulers. In this he displays far greater subtlety; he has a 
firm grasp both of Classical and of Bretonnian, as well as 
an advanced knowledge of Tilean, Estalian and Reikspiel; 
he has even learned a little Elven speech in his studies. If 
there is a danger attached to Hubert, it is perhaps that he 
is too good at what he does, and that the complex and 
almost illusionary base on which Bretonnia's international 
reputation stands (Hubert has been rather 'optimistic' in 
his descriptions of Bretonnian armies, fortresses and 
wealth) could be shattered through one or two false 
moves. Equally, Hubert is quick to form dislikes and 
judgements which, though usually based on piercing and 
accurate observations (sometimes a little too accurate), 
can arouse resentment amongst those slighted. To many, 
he comes across as merely arrogant and dissolute; he is 
both, but the danger comes in forgetting that he is also 
well-connected, ruthless and very clever, with many 
talents beyond what meets the eye.   
 
SECRETARY OF STATE AT DISPATCHES: At present 
this post is held by Nicholas Fouquet, Comte de Sarlat. 
He was appointed in the last year of Charles II's reign, 
reportedly as a compromise with François de Semblancy; 
the Duc de Lyonnais, Marshal of Bretonnia, did not 
occupy the Ministry of the Army and the Navy during the 
time of Henri Merienne's ascendancy, but both the Duc 
and the King were convinced the powerful and 
distinguished family ought to have some power on the 
State Council. On the other hand, Francois did not feel he 
could stoop to occupying any post himself other than that 
of Minister of the Army and the Navy; consequently, the 
King tacitly accepted the Duc's choice of Nicholas 
Fouquet, one of his clients and a cousin of the De 
Semblancy.  
 Charles III respected his father's selection, and has so 
far done nothing to challenge the position of Fouquet. 
François de Semblancy was, however, upset when the 
post he was hoping to gain - Minister of the Army and 
Navy - was taken by Louis Villeroi, forcing him to leave 
the tiresome Fouquet in place as his only means of 
gaining power on the State Council. The Minister himself 
is a famously voluble personality, with a loud voice, 
swaggering gait and a penchant for shouting and beating 
peasants. He excels at hunting and gaming, and has 
proven on a number of occasions that he can stomach a 
great deal of alcohol before keeling over. The Duc de 
Lyonnais did not actually know Fouquet personally when 
he was appointed to the post; he wanted someone close 
and, he hoped, easily led. Fouquet is not exactly what he 
wanted. It is not that he takes no interest in 
correspondence coming in to the Palace; he just takes 
much more interest in food, drink and fun, leaving little 
time for real work. François de Semblancy often finds 
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himself at his wits' end trying to get Fouquet to do what 
he is told and to bring up some urgent point on the State 
Council. Many times he has considered removing Fouquet 
from the council, but he knows that, first, Cardinal 
Dumourieux would block any such move as he enjoys 
having the fairly unintellectual Fouquet on the Council; 
he, his agents and Pierre Granvelle handle most of the 
important royal correspondence, limiting de Semblancy's 
influence. Francois also recognises that, should he get 
Fouquet off the council, he would find getting another of 
his clients onto the council almost impossible due to the 
Cardinal's presence. Thus, the exasperated and often 
raging de Semblancy frequently finds himself engaged in 
blazing rows with Fouquet in an attempt to spur him into 
some sort of useful activity. 
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Because of their dominant position in Bretonnian society, 
the aristocracy naturally play a very important role in the 
nation’s government. In fact, to a large extent government 
is the nobility; they own the land, and control those who 
live on it.  
 

Factions 
The governmental extension of patronage is the faction. A 
faction is a power bloc built around a network of 
dependants, which comes to a head in just one or two 
individuals who lead large numbers of clients. Typically 
factions will try as hard as they can to press forward their 
wishes and policies regarding current issues: some may 
want war; others will seek peace; important appointments 
to be made by the King will be fought over; privileges 
and rights may be sought, and those of other competitors 
blocked. Naturally, access to the King and official powers 
in government are the greatest desires of all the factions. 
At times, when the need is most urgent, factions might 
coalesce in order to make their demands even more 
keenly felt by the King and his council.  
 The precise number of factions at court varies; 
families die out, new ones arise, clients switch loyalties, 
royal favour shifts. However, nearly all are based, at 
present, around families rather than issues; when war 
threatens, for example, it is common for the entire court to 
form up into 'war' and 'peace' factions, thought often with 
wildly differing shades of opinion on both parts.  

At the Oisillon Palace, the noble factions live and 
operate separately from one another in different parts of 
the immense palace complex, only coming together when 
the King holds court or for other special occasions. 
Otherwise, direct exchanges between the factions are 
guarded and rare, more usually carried out through 
intermediaries, with a good deal of skulduggery going on 
behind the scenes; even when forced to mix and show a 
little co-operation and decorum at royal celebrations, 
there is tension between the factions, who commonly try 
and take advantage of any situation of this sort to do their 
best to impress the King by outshining one-another in his 
presence. 

 

Leading noble families 
Apart from the royal family, there are several other 
leading families and factions who lead the largest 
patronage networks in the land, commanding the support 
of thousands of underlings. The power bases of these 
great polities are based in the provinces, although Breton 
is largely the preserve of the King himself and his own 
family and direct clients.  

That is not to say that the factions are purely territorial 
in nature; virtually all the leading families own or have 
influence over land outside their own sphere, making 
certain areas particular 'hotspots' of political activity as 
the outposts of opposing families within the territory of a 
rival. On the southern and eastern borders, the problem is 
accentuated by the fact that many aristocrats also hold 
lands from foreign rulers; those of the Empire and Estalia. 
Normally this actually helps to encourage trade and 
cultural links, but in wartime it makes campaigning in 
these areas very perilous.  
Below are described the most important factions and 
noble families in Bretonnia: 
 

THE BLOIS FAMILY  
This is the family name of Charles III de la Tête D'Or, 
and his been borne by kings of Bretonnia for over three 
hundred years now, since the last ruling dynasty, the 
Merienne, died out in the year 2201 IC with the death of 
King Henri V l'Amoureux. The Blois family is extremely 
wealthy, drawing its income from estates across the land 
(concentrated in Breton) and from the several kinds of 
taxation currently imposed on the populace. They are 
notoriously prone to infighting and intrigue; Charles III's 
father, Charles II de la Dure, was faced with a revolt by 
his own brother the Duc de Gascogne in the first years of 
his reign, though the Duc was later pardoned.  

  
Charles III de la Tête d'Or is, as any of his subjects 

would readily assert, undoubtedly the best, most 
munificent King ever to sit on the throne of Bretonnia. 
Privately, many of the nobles have their doubts. Charles 
has inherited a kingdom which, though generally rich, 
populous and tightly controlled, is riddled with corruption 
and tension at just about every level. His father's military 
adventures in Estalia, Tilea and against the Empire have 
not helped matters, and it is expected that a major 
campaign will be launched sooner or later, if only because 
Charles III feels the need for action and personal glory. 
Charles can be extremely energetic when the mood takes 
him, and at times even displays a considerable level of 
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competence and interest in matters ranging from war to 
religion and finance. However, these assiduous spells are 
rare; Charles is, most of the time, passive and far more 
taken with simple and sensuous pleasures such as good 
food, hunting and (it is said) amorous involvements with 
the prettier members of the palace staff. Already, and 
much to his anger, he has begun to lose the slim, boyish 
figure that used to win him so many admirers; yet no-one 
would dare mention this fact to his face, and he is still 
handsome in his own way and can be a very good 
conversationalist. During his bouts of lethargy the King 
can become rancorous if approached on official business, 
rashly ordering severe punishments for those who incur 
his wrath by calling his attention away from more 
important issues. Equally, when he does decide that his 
kingdom calls, he is outraged when those around him fail 
to recognise the magnitude and dignity of his regal duties. 
These dramatic turnabouts are utterly unpredictable; on 
some occasions, Charles ends up tearfully apologising to 
someone for only a moment before screaming to have 
their head cut off.  

As things stand, when Charles is in his more 'relaxed' 
state, the kingdom suffers when, for weeks on end, 
government is left to Cardinal Dumourieux and Charles's 
other favourites; only to take a sudden upsurge when he 
emerges into a burst of activity, often merely effacing the 
work his administration has undertaken beforehand and 
leaving them with more problems to cope with as he 
returns to his leisured lifestyle. On average, Charles has 
about one or two frenetic days of activity a month. 
 King Charles has two younger brothers, Guillaume 
and Tancred; Guillaume, the elder, is known as an 
especially devious and cunning individual, famed for a 
scar on the right hand side of his face that has forced him 
to wear a mask for his whole life. Masked balls are 
consequently favourite events amongst his supporters. 
Guillaume is also known as a 'thruster' in hunting circles, 
and takes a great pleasure in the chase. Privately, he 
admits to the kill being the greatest thrill of his life; 
nothing, claims Guillaume, pleases him more than to 
plunge his knife into a still beating heart and feel the 
warm blood course over his hands. No love is lost 
between Guillaume and King Charles; the two boys used 
to compete violently for their father's attentions, and they 
now rarely meet or communicate. As a precaution against 
political intrigue at court, Charles has entrusted 
Guillaume with the stewardship of royal estates around 
Castelnau, where Guillaume holds his own court as the 
Comte de Castelnau. Periodically mutterings are heard at 
court to the effect that Guillaume is planning some sort of 
attempt on the throne. This has become such a regular 
occurrence that not even Cardinal Dumourieux, King 
Charles or the royal guard take them very seriously. 
Guillaume is ignorant of this realisation, and although he 
is regarded as something of a comical failure by his 
brother's dandified court, he does have genuine ambitions 
that simply fail to materialise because of a lack of fortune 
and support. A good number of the rumours concerning 
his royal ambitions are nearer to the truth than their 
hearers would suspect, but Guillaume has always so far 
failed at some early stage in the plot. But he will keep 
trying… 

 Tancred, who is currently just seventeen years old, has 
shown great intelligence and, unusually for his family, a 
genuine sense of piety and responsibility. Charles III has 
much love for his youngest brother, and it is rumoured 
that he wishes him to go into the church, where he will no 
longer be a threat to the succession. Other whisperings, 
though, claim that Tancred is secretly being taught by 
Guglielmo Andronico, a Tilean master scholar attendant 
on the King and, it is said, a powerful sorcerer. Tancred, 
too, has developed a love of old, worm-eaten books that, 
to the less-than studious minds of the Bretonnian nobility, 
is decidedly unhealthy. If this is true, King Charles may 
find himself faced by something far more serious than 
mere bluster and ambition from his youngest brother in 
the years to come. 
 

 
 Blaize Blois, Duc de Guisoreux, is perhaps the best-
known member of the royal family after the King. During 
the regency, it was he who helped to curb the excesses of 
his elder brother and has always apparently been 
concerned with the welfare of the people; it is said that 
the townspeople of Guisoreux know him as 'Le Pommier' 
because he makes a habit of distributing the yearly 
produce of his orchards to the crowds. He also lays on 
many public shows and spectacles at his own expense, all 
of which make his name a byword for generosity and 
good government to the impoverished masses. This 
reputation rubs off onto Charles III, his nephew, for the 
simple folk of Guisoreux fail to see how nephew could be 
different from uncle. However, Blaize's kindness and 
comparative integrity have rendered him more or less 
impotent so far as politics go; his morals are so high that 
he literally can't bear to be amongst the sycophantic, 
scheming nobles of the Oisillon Palace any more, and 
spends most of his time at a quiet retreat to the west of 
Guisoreux. The dandies like to snigger at the care he takes 
in managing the affairs of his estate, to the extent of 
actually talking to the farmers in person. Blaize has 
renounced politics, and rarely visits the palace. He feels 
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as if he has washed his hands of the whole system after 
doing his best to maintain peace and justice under the rule 
of his elder brothers Charles II and the Duc de Gascogne, 
and is reluctant to discuss current affairs with anyone. 
However, his nephew often craves his advice and 
sometimes his presence, resulting in occasional visits and 
consultations; if a cause were to appeal to him enough, it 
is likely that he would once again take up government, if 
only for the good of the people.  
 The last male members of the Blois family are Jules 
Blois, Duc de Gascogne, and governor of Bordeleaux, and 
Hubert de la Motte, Marquis de Frejus and Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs. Jules is the King's uncle, 
youngest brother of the dead Charles II and Blaize Blois; 
Hubert is his nephew and stepson, son of the dead 
Gontrand Blois, and thus cousin to Charles III. They are 
not usually reckoned as direct members of the Blois 
family, and are far more closely connected with the 
vibrant, Amboise-dominated lands of Gascogne, home of 
Hubert's mother and Jules' wife Blanche. The marriage of 
Jules to Gontrand's widow was seen as sordid by some 
when it took place in 2509 IC, but after a generous 
contribution to ecclesiastical funds and certain other 
promises it was condoned by the Cardinal of Verena. 
Jules was installed in this position simply because both , 
Blaize Blois and Charles III recognised that he was just 
too innocent and affable to remain safely at court; Jules 
has no aptitude whatsoever for politics, and is unfailingly 
kind, cheery and open. He is none too intelligent, either. 
Acting, drinking and celebrating form the core of his 
existence, and everything else soon thoroughly vexes him. 
Not surprisingly, he actually got on very well indeed with 
the other nobles at the Oisillon Palace - rather too well for 
the liking of the King, who feared that his accessibility 
and willingness to be led by anyone who appeared 
friendly would lead to trouble. Thus, when Gontrand, Duc 
de Gascogne and Regent, died and Charles III came into 
power, he and his closest advisers chose to bestow the 
title of Duc de Gascogne on Jules and wed him to 
Blanche before anyone could build a challenge to the 
throne around him. They knew that, once Jules had tasted 
the viticultural delights of the dazzling Bordeleaux court, 
he would never look back. To a large extent they were 
correct; Jules spends most of his time in a drunken stupor, 
and is celebrated for his love of rose wine. When sober, 
he displays a surprising level of energy in getting ready 
for the next round of parties, only for the wine to start 
flowing again later. He remains determinedly 
unconcerned by political issues, and considers the lower 
classes as something of a collection of pets; sometimes, in 
his cups, he descends into the streets of Bordeleaux 
distributing rare vintages to the crowds and rousing them 
to popular dances and sing-songs. In this way, Jules has 
overcome the distasteful period of Gontrand's rule in 
Bordeleaux and won the love of the crowd. He is quite 
comfortable to leave serious matters to his nephew-
stepson Hubert de la Motte, and to his wife Blanche, with 
whom he has an occasional and rather vague relationship; 
he is kind, generous and amorous with her, but no more 
so than he is with literally hundreds of other aristocratic 
and common dames.  
 Hubert has shown something of his uncle's love of 
luxury and festivity, but combines this with a shrewd 

intellect and a natural flair for intrigue. Because the head 
of the family is technically Jules, the latter (ably assisted 
by Blanche) leads the Bordeleaux court, leaving Hubert 
free to pursue the Amboise family’s political ambitions at 
the Oisillon Palace. There, his flair and intelligence - 
together with an albeit distant claim to the throne - make 
him a valued member of the court. Although he and 
everyone else know that he is next in line to the throne 
after the King's brothers, neither Hubert nor the King are 
eager to discuss the matter openly; Charles does not 
particularly like Hubert, whom he connects with his hated 
uncle Gontrand the former Regent, in spite of his 
intelligence and sterling service as Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs. Equally, the Marquis de Frejus knows 
exactly how much danger his life would be in if he began 
to make ill-use of his royal blood. Hubert prefers to use it 
as a bargaining tool only in the most pressing of 
circumstances and as a backup political trump-card; 
Bretonnia's history is full of ambitious cousins, brothers 
and uncles who came to grief by advancing their claims 
too far too fast. 
 The lack of any other relatives of the male line is a 
cause for grave concern to the King and his advisers (the 
King's uncle Blaize Blois never took a wife). Although 
both Charles and Guillaume are married, neither has yet 
produced any surviving children, and the Blois have not 
been a traditionally fertile family. With Charles's first 
bride, Enrica de la Mantequilla from Magritta, recently 
dead of Scarlet Fever and his darkly ravishing new wife 
Pulcrezzia Colonna, daughter of the Duke of Remas in 
Tilea (she is notoriously temperamental and critical of 
courtly entertainment, to the point of sending 
unsatisfactory acts to the torture chamber) as yet without 
children, and Guillaume's wife Elsbeth von Ultburg 
apparently barren, hopes of producing a royal prince to 
carry on the line are dim. One or two slanderers have 
looked back to more obscure and unsavoury individuals 
in the family's long history, such as Louis XII le Sans-
Mutation and Albert I l'Haut, and claim that the royal line 
is cursed, or plagued by dark and inhuman forces. 
Needless to say, Charles III and his agents do not take 
kindly to such rumours and do everything in their power 
to stamp them out. Many have been exiled - and worse - 
for abusing the King's honour and family name. 
Nevertheless, Charles is secretly employing Hugues de 
Lassay, one of the most erudite professors of Guisoreux 
University, to research the Blois' shadowy past. His 
findings, which are being compiled in a long document 
known only as 'Le Livre Inconnu', make for potentially 
treasonous reading, and both de Lassay's safety and the 
Blois family position could be seriously compromised if 
any of the delicate information contained in the book was 
ever leaked. Indeed, what will happen to him even after 
the King alone reads it is open to conjecture. 
 King Charles also has an elder sister, Annette, who is 
married to the Duc de Lyonnais, François de Semblancy. 
As De Semblancy is usually at court with his wife, 
Charles still regularly comes into contact with Annette, 
whom he adores thanks to a childhood spent in close 
contact. Though Annette does respect her husband's 
wealth and position, she is still at heart a supporter of the 
crown rather than the De Semblancy family, and tries to 
use her not inconsiderable persuasive talents to keep the 
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vigorous Duc de Lyonnais working for the good of the 
throne. Unlike Charles, she is more consistent in her 
behaviour, but has rather a higher opinion of herself and 
her brother than is really the case. When not at court, she 
writes to her brother every often, expressing information 
more personal than anything she would tell Francois. 
There is an unexplained feud between Annette and 
Guillaume Blois, running to bitter hatred. None save 
perhaps the King know the origin of this quarrel, 
considered by some to involve allegations of incestuous 
relations in years gone by.  

THE ROYAL FACTION 
The royal faction at court is a large one; the 
crown estates are extensive, and the royal 
family holds most of Breton either directly or 
via dependants. Most are very well off and 
comfortable by Bretonnian standards, and see 

having the King (or at least his steward) for their patron 
as an especial honour; they are normally reluctant to shift 
their loyalty to anyone else, not least because the King 
does not look favourably on those who abandon his kind 
and beneficent rule. However, because the governance of 
the kingdom and his other apparently vital duties as 
monarch prevent Charles III from taking a particularly 
active role in his estates, most of the responsibility is 
shifted onto the shoulders of others. In order to stop the 
huge royal 'demesne' going the same way as the other 
provinces (which were once, centuries ago, under far 
more effective royal rule), the task between several 
different families and individuals, and Charles only 
appoints those of whose loyalty he is sure, though their 
competence may well leave something to be desired. At 
present, there are three figures dominating the crown 
estates: Guillaume Blois, the King's younger brother; 
Antoine le Saucier, Eveque (Bishop) of Domfront; and 
the Duc de Saint Fraimbaud, Jacques Pleurier.  
 Antoine le Saucier is the scion of a very old family, 
but only took over leadership of the royal clientage in his 
area (in the northern portion of Breton) six years ago 
when his elder brother was killed in an ill-fated military 
expedition in the Grey Mountains. Despite his 
ecclesiastical position, he has proved an effective client of 
Charles III and is currently attempting to amass a 
collection of relics from the lives of noted Bretonnian 
saints, heroes and clerics, in particular of the cult of Morr, 
to which he is affiliated. Precisely what the motive for 
this morbid collection is cannot be known, for le Saucier 
is paranoid about his privacy and calls down dire curses 
on anyone who attempts to enter his private chapel, 
located in the small town of Garroche. He hopes to 
become Cardinal of the cult of Morr in the near future, 
and is attempting to curry favour with King Charles, 
Cardinal Dumourieux and other leading courtiers and 
clerics.  
 The Duc de Saint Fraimbaud is, if truth be told, a 
simpleton. He is not disabled or in any way physically 
deformed - indeed, in earlier years he turned the eyes of 
several noted ladies at court - but possesses only the most 
rudimentary mental faculties. Conversation is difficult, he 
is illiterate and any task requiring more than a second's 
concentration leaves him perplexed. In addition to these 

obvious difficulties, the Duc is extremely touchy and 
sensitive, flying into a rage if he is ever shown up in front 
of anyone save his personal butler, an elderly Reiklander 
called Otto Kleist. Inside sources assert that the lisping 
Kleist exerts a worrying level of influence over the Duc, 
from dictating how his lands should be governed to 
pulling on his pantaloons in the morning. Very few ideas 
and beliefs stick in Jacques's head, but loyalty to the King 
is one of them. The Duc would follow the word of 
Charles to the death, rather like a very faithful and 
enthusiastic but stupid dog. For this reason Charles has 
seen fit to put him in nominal charge of his southern 
estates, preventing any possibility of takeover by another 
noble.  
 Another notable appointee of the Blois family is the 
elderly Victoire Breville, Viscomte de Brossard and 
Governor of Guisoreux, appointed not for any real 
abilities but, again, to try and limit the faction-fighting of 
the great families in the largest city of Bretonnia.  

CARDINAL DUMOURIEUX AND HIS 
SUPPORTERS 
Hailing from the north-eastern province of Flandres, the 
Dumourieux family is actually quite new onto the scene 
of Bretonnian politics. This formerly obscure noble clan 
owes its prominence to its leading member, Cardinal 
Henri Armagnac Dumourieux. In fact, the Dumourieux 
faction is little more than the family and clients of the 
Cardinal; they depend entirely on his success at court and 
with the King for their existence, as they lack the secure 
basing in land and traditional ties possessed by the other 
great families.  

Before the Cardinal's rise to power, the Dumourieux 
were just one of about a dozen families of relatively 
average power in Flandres, holding lands around 
Couronne centred on the County of Gestionne. However, 
the Cardinal has managed to secure many more clients, 
rights and privileges from the King so that in just ten 
years the Dumourieux have won considerable power, and 
now possess very extensive estates straddling most of 
Flandres. Combined with these substantial secular 
holdings are Cardinal Dumourieux's ecclesiastical 
powers; as Cardinal of the cult of Shallya, he commands 
the income of many clerical estates and dues donated by 
the faithful. He is also, of course, the Prime Minister of 
the State Council. All of these powers bring in much 
money and prestige for the Dumourieux family.  

Although the holdings of the Cardinal and his family 
are large, they are still smaller than those of the other 
great families; it is only through the addition of estates 
and powers from far less secure clients that they are able 
to compete at higher political levels. Thus the 
Dumourieux faction, centred very much on the Cardinal 
himself, is lacking in a firm power base; most of its 
members are either new and unreliable, or else derive 
their power from far more uncertain sources, such as 
administrative offices won by the Cardinal's favour with 
the King. Simply maintaining the size and position of the 
faction is a very difficult task at the best of times.  
 As a cleric, the Cardinal is not allowed to marry or 
govern the family's estates directly. Instead, he works 
closely with his elder brother Henri-Philippe, who 
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occupies the new and splendid family palace in Couronne, 
the Maison Verte, whilst Henri himself spends most of his 
time at court managing the affairs of state on behalf of 
Charles III.  

Similarly, he allows Sister Blanche 
du Mirail, an elderly, matronly but 
extremely pious (in a 'you know it'll 
do you good in the afterlife' kind of 
way) priestess to carry out the day to 
day religious duties in Couronne. 
The Cardinal trusts almost nobody 
and has complete faith in his own 
abilities, expecting even his elder 
brother to do exactly what he is 

ordered (which he normally does; he knows that all the 
family's power lies in the Cardinal's hands).  
 Not surprisingly, the rise to power of the Dumourieux 
family thanks to the scheming of the Cardinal and 
extensive royal patronage has aroused much anger 
amongst the established nobility, who see the 
Dumourieux winning ever more influence at court. Some 
have recognised the opportunity to gain a high level of 
influence at court by becoming clients of the 
Dumourieux, further cementing their position with 
numerous outposts of control across the land. One such 
new supporter of the Cardinal is the governor, Godefroi 
Guinard, Duc de Couronne, and son of the Dumourieux's 
old patron. Although keen to put forward his house's 
ailing position, secretly he is livid with envy and 
resentment at the Cardinal and his family, and from time 
to time makes motions towards revolt before ducking out 
in panic. Just how durable Guinard and other clients like 
him will be should the fortunes of the Cardinal take a turn 
for the worse is far from certain; already the faction has 
seen many defections and internal conflicts, so that 
Dumourieux and his few true allies spend much of their 
time watching their back and covering over the cracks in 
their very insecure power base. The other leading nobles 
look down on the Dumourieux as 'new blood' (though not 
quite so new and undesirable as the Granvelle) and resent 
their muscling onto the big boys' stage; they generally 
wish to see a lessening in the power the Cardinal and his 
clients have over the King. This is most marked among 
the De Semblancy family, who are sworn enemies of the 
Dumourieux and actively plot the Cardinal's downfall. 
Although the other families do not share the vitriol of the 
Duc de Lyonnais, many resent the Cardinal's power; 
however, they also appreciate that the rivalry between 
these two factions draws attention and danger away from 
them and into a new conflict.  

THE ARTOIS FAMILY 
Far from all the nobility of Flandres and Couronne have 
fallen under the spell of the Dumourieux. Several groups 
remain opposed to the Cardinal and his regime, for not 
only does he have a tight grip on central government, but 
he has arranged it so that his faction can gang up on any 
one other family in Flandres if they have dealings with the 
De Semblancy or show resistance to the Cardinals' 
wishes. Those who are not part of the Dumourieux faction 
are forced into a brooding and tense inactivity by fear of 

reprisals. A potential exception is emerging in the Artois 
family.  

Based in the small town of the same name, famed for 
its mighty castle which guards the bloody eastern border, 
Paul d'Artois is a staunch and restless soldier who 
harbours an ancient family grudge against the 
Dumourieux (said to date back to an apparently rigged 
jousting match in 2269 IC). Ever since the Cardinal came 
to power he has put up as much of a fight as he can, and 
in the last couple of years has begun to forge alliances 
with other nobles in eastern and northern Flandres who 
have not sided with the Dumourieux. He also has a few 
secret contacts within the faction; those who are now 
lukewarm about the Cardinal's supposed patronage and 
seek a more secure and equal association. More 
importantly, Paul d'Artois is engaged in covert talks with 
the De Semblancy, who hope to create a fire in the rear 
for the Cardinal, possibly leading to an uprising against 
the heart of his territory and power base. 

 

DE SEMBLANCY 
The De Semblancy family is perhaps the most 
distinguished military clan in Bretonnia. For over 1000 
years the soldiers of the family have served the Kings of 
Bretonnia well, winning dozens of great battles and 
covering themselves with glory. Several times they have 
married into the royal family, so that the current head of 
the family is also the King's second cousin (though only 
on the female side). They are a fiercely traditional and 
proud lot, who look down on virtually everyone else in 
the kingdom as inferiors and oppose almost any attempt at 
change or modernisation.  
 Perhaps the only exception to this attitude is in the 
military; the De Semblancy have pioneered developments 
in organisation, tactics and general standards of conduct, 
always striving to stay at the forefront of sophistication 
and efficiency so as to win the favour of the monarch by 
conquest. Their reputation for harsh discipline and 
mercilessness is so far unequalled; the peasants and 
soldiers of Lyonnais, which is dominated by the faction, 
go in open fear and awe of their masters. Many members 
of the De Semblancy family have been Marshals of 
Bretonnia (Commander-in-chief of the armed forces, 
second only to the King and entitled to wear a famous 
leopard skin sash and emblazon a leopard on their 
heraldry) and the current family head, François de 



BRETONNIA–PROJECT  Book III - Nobility and Oisillon 15

Semblancy, is no exception; he has served as Marshal 
now for fourteen years after succeeding his father in the 
position (though his father was not always Marshal; for a 
generation the Capucinet family held that honour, largely 
thanks to a much talked-of affair between King Charles I 
l'Enorme and the wife of the Duc of Navarre) and in that 
time has won four substantial battles against the orcs in 
the name of the King. His lack of a place on the State 
Council, especially given his military credentials, is a 
source of enormous frustration and frequent tantrums; 
Francois still hankers after the Ministry of the Army and 
the Navy, but knows that with Cardinal Dumourieux in 
power and Louis Villeroi alive there is not much hope for 
him. The De Semblancy faction, however, is not without a 
presence on the Council, though the Secretary of State at 
Dispatches, Nicholas Fouquet, leaves a lot to be desired.  

The De Semblancy represent the largest single faction 
at the Oisillon Palace, numbering almost a hundred 
aristocrats and their retinues. The only group which 
comes even close to them in terms of size is the bloated 
and insecure faction that Cardinal Dumourieux has built 
up. The De Semblancy, however, have centuries of 
tradition and favour amongst their members to draw upon, 
and Francois uses his forceful personality to exert rigid 
control over his large collection of supporters. Cohesion, 
deference and loyalty - together with arrogance, prejudice 
and self-confidence - come naturally to the De Semblancy 
faction, and as they see ever more forces attempting to 
challenge their dominant position they become even more 
determined and entrenched in their age-old mannerisms. 
 Francois is the fitting heir of his predecessors; he is a 
tall, strong and very well muscled man, known for his 
blind courage, raging temper and, in many cases, lack of 
forethought. On the battlefield, these characteristics 
combine with a strange ability to keep control over 
himself and his followers; some say he lives in a 
permanent state of such rage and exertion that battle 
presents no difference to him. He also has a great 
command of tactics and strategy, with an uncanny sense 
of timing that has been the death of countless enemy 
troops, political adversaries and duelling opponents. 
Behind closed doors, Francois pursues his love of extreme 
sensations in a sordid pursuit of pleasure, in all its most 
'interesting' forms. Xavier Grouchy, an elderly and stone-
faced priest of Morr, has apparently abandoned most of 
his calling's usual scruples and acts as a procurer for 
Francois and his companions in lusty delights, bringing 
all manner of peasants girls (and boys), animals and 
unusual substances and devices to the De Semblancy's 
greatest palace at Sept-Forges. Although word of what 
Francois gets up to does occasionally do the rounds at the 
Oisillon Palace, his forceful personality, violence and 
power prevent them from being anything more than 
quickly forgotten mutterings. 
 Four hundred years ago, after the De Semblancy 
crushed an invasion from the Empire, a grateful King 
Louis IX l'Aragne granted his victorious generals the title 
of Duc de Lyonnais, together with large territories in that 
rich region of Bretonnia. Since then it has been a 
stronghold of the conservative De Semblancy and their 
many clients, who are drawn only from the oldest 
families. These include several who still, overtly or 
covertly, worship Ulric and the Lady of the Lake, though 

after a memorable brawl at a soiree in the gardens of the 
Oisillon Palace four years ago, the Duc de Lyonnais has 
banned all discussion of religion amongst his clients. This 
has led to some tensions, with the predominantly 
orthodox, Myrmidian majority suspecting their fellows of 
deviant practices; they make subtle, devious efforts to 
find the truth about each other by going behind the Duc’s 
back, either to use the information for blackmail or 
simply to satisfy their own insatiable curiosity. A few of 
the De Semblancy's supporters are even more secretive 
and old fashioned, and when not vociferously defying 
their enemies at court spend most of their time within 
apparently darkened, heavily-barred rooms. Principally 
centring on those from the Tremaine estates - known as 
the site of vast megalithic monuments dating back to long 
before the founding of the kingdom - these nobles are too 
close to François de Semblancy for comfort, and though 
he does not espouse their mysterious activities, he does 
favour them because of the almost uncanny good fortune 
their members seem to enjoy. Their most prominent 
representative is Calixte Tremaine, Vicomte de 
Quenelles; a very old friend of François de Semblancy 
and his companion through fire, flood and countless 
depraved adventures. Tremaine's tastes are even more 
'specialised' than those of Francois, running to torture, 
mutilation and animals; he enjoys the nickname of 
'l'Extreme', although most believe this derives from his 
frequent overindulgence in drink.  
 Unconnected with these depraved goings on is Claude 
de Vendome, Cardinal of Myrmidia, based in Quenelles. 
Like so many other high-level clerics, he is of aristocratic 
stock, and has a tendency to get involved in politics. 
Claude is known as 'Le Gros' for his enormous size, 
which is a result of the celebrated pastry cuisine of 
Quenelles. Although most of his life is taken up with 
eating and reading (often at the same time), he is quietly 
astute and notices far more than he is given credit for. The 
Cardinal, however, is also very lazy and suspicious, 
greeting most happenings with a smile and a knowing 
grunt. As with almost all De Semblancy faction members, 
he finds it hard even to contemplate defecting. 
 The current political climate at the Oisillon Palace is 
not to François de Semblancy's liking; there have been no 
wars now for several years, and, at least in his eyes, ever 
more ground is being lost to Dumourieux interlopers. 
Although his own supporters are actually the most 
numerous force at court, he sees the Cardinal and his 
faction as nothing more than weak-willed and obsequious 
priests and favour-seekers; incomparable with the martial 
glories of the De Semblancy and their supporters. 
Francois also maintains the ancestral hatred for the 
Capucinet family. Until recently, this consisted of little 
more than occasional jousts, jeers and duels, keeping the 
generally introverted Capucinet within their stronghold of 
Navarre. Now, however, with the advent of Arnaud 
Alphonse Capucinet at the Oisillon Palace, François de 
Semblancy has begun to boil with rage at yet another 
challenge to his own influence and power; he has 
personally offered Arnaud Alphonse a duel, and is 
prepared to use any means to get the hated Capucinet 
ejected from court. 
 One of the main braking influences on François de 
Semblancy, and perhaps the only force preventing open 
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feuding between the Dumourieux and the De Semblancy, 
is Francois's wife, Annette, sister of Charles III. She is a 
beautiful courtesan, who is able to exert a certain level of 
control over her husband's violent temper; it is said that 
Annette is the only person he can bear to be in a room 
with when he is in a bad mood. However, she is not so 
clever as she thinks she is, and Francois secretly 
intercepts her letters to King Charles, using them to keep 
tabs on her activities and occasionally gaining vital 
information on the King's current thoughts and plans. 
There is very little trust or love between the two, but for 
the sake of tradition and appearances (which both of them 
value very highly) they maintain an air of contentment 
and wedded bliss.  
 

THE GRANVELLE FAMILY 
The Granvelle have much in common with the 
Dumourieux of Couronne, in that they are relative 
newcomers onto the political stage, but they are keen to 
maintain their independence and not got trapped in any 
business they can't get out of. Unkind observers, often of 
the De Semblancy faction, say this is a relic of their days 
as shopkeepers; all too often this rather sordid titbit of 
gossip is recalled at court in the company of the 
supporters of Bernard Granvelle, Comte de Perrac and 
until recently Governor of l'Anguille. His family 
epitomises a new phenomenon in parts of Bretonnia; that 
of the 'noblesse de robe'. These are individuals who, rising 
from lower or middle class backgrounds through hard 
work and education, have wormed their way into the 
upper echelons of society, buying into land, castles, titles 
and power. They have much to offer their employers and 
patrons; only a small number succeed in actually joining 
the nobility, representing the very best and luckiest 
individuals, with the greatest aptitude for administration, 
politics, trade and government. However, they are 
absolutely detested by their long-established aristocratic 
companions, who see these upstarts coming in, buying 
land that ought to belong to a proper noble and generally 
making a mockery of the sacred aristocracy of Bretonnia, 
polluting the ancient bloodlines. Violence is not 
uncommon when a member of the 'noblesse de robe' gets 
too far above his station and his patron is not powerful or 
willing enough to help them.  
 The province of Armorique, from where the Granvelle 
family spring, is the area in which this new branch of the 
nobility has made the greatest advances, purchasing lands 
from defunct noble houses and gentry to turn into their 
own estates; most of them are former merchants from 
l'Anguille seeking to move up in the world. The Granvelle 
dynasty made a fortune in the textile trade, and the canny 
father of Bernard Granvelle, Edouard, invested wisely in 
the lands of the once-almighty d'Eracle family. Over a 
twenty year period, he went from being the most 
successful merchant in l'Anguille to one of the most 
powerful nobles in the land, and along the way helped 
secure the fortune and support of similar entrepreneurs 
and a small number of old families desperate to revive 
their fortunes. In many parts of Armorique, it is now the 
case that most of the land is owned or controlled by 
'noblesse de robe'; part of their success lies in their 

ancestral thriftiness and care over money, encouraging far 
more efficient land management than is common to the 
nobility. This attitude survives amongst the current 
members of the class, who are thought by the King, 
Cardinal Dumourieux and other important magnates 
across Bretonnia to represent extremely able officials 
(though very poor company for the more highly born). 
They are tolerated by the established aristocracy only for 
their wealth and service; the Granvelle tacitly recognise 
this fact, and their work ethic and survival instincts 
sustain them in their efforts to be as rich and efficient as 
possible.  
 For this reason the Granvelle family has become one 
of the most important in Bretonnia, and all six of the 
Comte de Perrac's sons hold important posts at the 
Oisillon Palace in the administrative machinery of the 
kingdom and lead the industrious family faction at the 
royal court. Nevertheless, the Granvelle could not exactly 
be described as adventurous or brash; in courtly life they 
put an emphasis on caution and austerity (except for 
Bernard's wife Marie d'Eracle, whom no-one would dare 
tell to do anything of the sort). In administration and 
government, they prefer refining and developing existing 
methods to introducing sweeping changes. Bernard, as he 
will gladly tell anybody who'll listen, did not get where he 
is today by turning everything on its head or fixing things 
that ain't broke. Bernard Granvelle excelled in his spell as 
governor of l'Anguille by bringing a new level of 
efficiency to the administration (which had long 
languished under disinterested aristocratic appointees), 
and the town is providing a greater return to the King 
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every year and attracting more and more trade from 
abroad, including from the New World. They still seek to 
have the King restore their power over the city, pilfered 
from Bernard in a surprise coup two years ago by Henri 
Loiseau, Duc de l'Anguille, a noble who has moved into 
commerce. He and his supporters are the personal rivals 
of the Granvelle family; their courts in l'Anguille compete 
for control of the town and their clients fight for the most 
lucrative trading contracts. Both have an abiding hatred 
for Marienburg and its merchant princes, but ironically 
the commercial disputes caused by their rivalry only play 
into the hands of the Wastelanders.  
 The 'court' of the Granvelle is unlike any other in 
Bretonnia, more akin to a guildhall or even a very well-
kept merchants’ tavern than a properly elegant chateau. 
But Bernard Granvelle and his faction pride themselves 
on their businesslike manner and, secretly, most feel 
uncomfortable in excessively colourful and luxurious 
settings, preferring good cider or ale to any fancy wine. 
At 71, the Comte is venerable by Bretonnian standards, 
and enjoys regaling any audience about how his father 
had to dry dishes with his ruff when times got hard. His 
wife, last survivor of the d'Eracle family, is famed for her 
enormous girth, loud voice and love for gossip and cream 
cakes. 

THE KNIGHTS OF THE HOLY BLOOD 
Another minor faction that hails from Armorique is that 
known as the 'Chevaliers du Sang Sacré'; the 'Knights of 
the Holy Blood'. They are violently opposed to the 
Granvelle and their like, and will defend to the last breath 
their (often impoverished and ill-kept) estates. Every one 
of the Knights of the Holy Blood is a noble of the old 
school, brought up in all the social and military graces so 
loved by the upper classes and with centuries of blue 
blood flowing in their veins. The Knights claim a history 
going all the way back to the crusades in Araby, but have 
only arisen in their present form in the last fifteen years. 
They make a habit of wearing white surcoats atop old-
fashioned suits of armour; they claim the armour is 
symbolic of their holy brotherhood, but it is rather to hide 
the fact that they simply cannot afford to keep up to date 
with the more expensive fashions preferred at court. 
Another of their peculiar practices, but far from 
universally followed, is the worship of Ulric, god of 
battles, and of the Lady of the Lake. Both are invoked and 
cited by the most fervent and traditionalist Knights as a 
sign of martial glory and knightly chivalry, but several 
take a less ardent stance as far as his worship goes, seeing 
it as a slightly anachronistic hangover from the distant 
past, too outdated even for the Knights. 
 Leading the Knights of the Holy Blood is Leoncoeur, 
Baron d'Ouistre, whose ancient family castle is perched 
on a high cliff overlooking the northern coast. Leoncoeur 
exemplifies the Knights' attitude; he is not especially 
intelligent, and if he finds himself in a situation beyond 
his reckoning resorts to oaths, threats and violence - not 
necessarily in that order. Many hopeful duellists at the 
Oisillon Palace and in l'Anguille have learned to fear his 
broadsword, which is reputedly one of the oldest and best-
wielded in the land. Certainly King Charles III was 
convinced of Leoncoeur's boasts when he became the first 

knight ever to win two Grand Summer Tournaments in a 
row, and was selected as the King's official champion. It 
is largely due to this position that the Knights of the Holy 
Blood have any clout at all. Behind Leoncoeur's bluster 
and blades, however, there lies a small but very 
committed faction who do heir best to make themselves 
heard at court. Sometimes the unpredictable Alf-Andre de 
Negrepelisse gives them his nominal support, but even the 
Knights have learned to accept his aid with reservations. 

Always in the background, apparently directing their 
affairs, is a shadowy figure who goes by the name of Père 
Laquette, said to hail from the City of the Damned, 
Moussillon. According to those close to the Knights, 
Laquette is Chaplain to de Leoncoeur and extremely 
learned in the 'old lore' as he calls it; this includes 
heraldry, ancient epic poetry and genealogy. Others claim 
that his knowledge extends much further back, and that at 
nights he slips out of the Oisillon Palace and Leoncoeur's 
castle for reasons unknown. 
 Although the Knights of the Holy Blood make a lot of 
noise and, in the opinion of the richer, more dapper 
aristocrats from elsewhere in Bretonnia, take themselves a 
bit too seriously, they represent a conservative reaction to 
the threat that is slowly appearing to challenge the 
nobility throughout Bretonnia; that of becoming displaced 
and outshone by parvenu businessmen and lawyers and 
falling back on ancient, tarnished glories.  

THE DE CABOURG FAMILY 
The De Cabourg family also hail from Armorique, and 
like the Knights of the Holy Blood they represent the 
proud, entrenched and landed aristocracy of the north, 
including many members aligned to Ulric. While they 
place great value on blood ties, they are not really 
concerned about knighthood; the de Cabourg clan are 
direct descendants of the Norse nobles (hence the Ulrican 
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connection) who settled on the rocky northern coast of 
Armorique centuries ago. For a long time they remained 
unchallenged as masters of the shore, displaying an 
especial love of sailing and fighting. Neither of these 
aptitudes have disappeared; the de Cabourg are as proud, 
belligerent and skilled at sailing as ever. In fact, it is due 
to these abilities that they possess some sort of influence 
in Bretonnia, for their leader, Guillaume de Cabourg, is an 
important officer in the Bretonnian army, with power over 
many garrison troops in Armorique. Thanks to his power, 
the de Cabourg are able to voice their hatred and fear of 
the Granvelle faction, whom they see as a direct menace 
to their ancestral honour and power; any entrepreneurial 
encroachments on their lands are bitterly opposed, 
sometimes violently. Another occasional supporter of the 
de Cabourg is Alf-Andre de Negrepelisse, Cardinal of 
Ulric. The Cardinal, however, is somewhat unhinged and 
cannot be counted upon in any way; often he declares 
instead for the Knights of the Holy Blood, and at other 
times he simply withdraws for months on end, apparently 
engaging in evangelical missions to the countryside.  

Although they are a naturally individualistic breed and 
almost obscenely arrogant, the de Cabourg usually 
support the De Semblancy faction at court, seeing them as 
kindred spirits in the fight for tradition and noble liberty.  
In spite of the advances of François de Semblancy, 
Guillaume de Cabourg and his relatives have refused to 
enter into any firm alliance, partly due to religious 
reasons, but also because they prefer to maintain the idea 
of equals rather than patrons and clients (thought 
everyone else can see the relationship between these 
factions for what it really is).  

THE LOISEAU FAMILY 
The last important 
faction based in 
Armorique is the 
Loiseau clan. In the 
complex and changing 
society of this north-
western province, the 
Loiseau have managed 
to carve themselves a 
unique slice of power. 

Like so many other old families of the region, they saw 
their lands and importance beginning to decline in the 
face of increasingly audacious merchants from l'Anguille. 
But, instead of quietly submitting or putting up a futile 
struggle, Henri Loiseau, Duc de l'Anguille, chose to try 
and beat the so-called 'noblesse de robe' at their own 
game. After years spent developing the Bretonnian 
colonies in the New World, he inherited his father's title 
just over two years ago and returned with an intrepid, 
grasping attitude and a determination to win power for 
himself and his family. Upon arriving in l'Anguille, Henri 
mustered what resources his family could still claim (and, 
as they had once been the greatest family in Armorique, 
these were still considerable) and invested them in 
commercial ventures and in developing his remaining 
estates. He expanded his clientage, abandoning many 
intransigent old families (some of whom retain a deep-
seated grudge for the Loiseau even today) and gave 

patronage to promising merchants and professionals. 
Henri and his supporters now constitute the strongest 
counterpoise to the Granvelle in Armorique, vying closely 
with them for dominance of l'Anguille. Although the Duc 
de l'Anguille has actually embraced many of the practices 
his fellow aristocrats decry as more befitting the 'noblesse 
de robe', he is nevertheless seen as the conservative, 
traditionalist party in Armorique. Ironically, he is far 
more ready to quit old practices and norms than the 
Granvelle, who place a great value on caution and 
consistency. Already Henri has introduced a number of 
new practices to his estates, and encourages intrepid 
ventures amongst the traditionally stolid merchants of 
l'Anguille; these include further colonisation in the New 
World, direct challenges to the hated dominance of 
Marienburg (said to involve midnight raids on premises in 
the Suiddock of Marienburg and sabotage of rival vessels) 
and even attempts to woo Sea Elven traders into 
l'Anguille. 
 In his struggle to gain primacy over the upstart 
Granvelle merchants, Henri Loiseau divides his time 
between l'Anguille and the Oisillon Palace, where his 
slick (some would say slimy) technique of persuasion has 
won him many supporters, especially amongst the King's 
own faction where Henry has some blood-ties; privately, 
he knew that they presented the best way of getting at the 
King without tying himself either to Cardinal 
Dumourieux (who favours the Granvelle family) or the 
De Semblancy faction (who would dominate the 
comparatively weak Loiseau). A major coup was won last 
year when Loiseau, in conjunction with the minor Blois-
related Gevaudan family of Breton, succeeded in having 
Seigneur Xavier Gevaudan appointed as Governor of 
l'Anguille, having persuaded the King that Bernard 
Granvelle was well past his prime.  Since Henri has eased 
Xavier's progress in several ways, the Seigneur has taken 
the hand of his daughter and spurned the somewhat 
draughty and functional L'Anguille lighthouse for Henri 
Loiseau's comfortable mansion. This overt fraternisation 
with the Duc de l'Anguille is seen as a scandal by Bernard 
Granvelle, who sternly disapproves of the new governor's 
well-bred ways. Xavier Gevaudan is a weak and 
vacillating man, tormented by gout and terminal 
indecisiveness, who is quite content to do whatever 
Loiseau tells him. Already Henri is fighting an arduous 
legal battle with the Granvelle family to try and win 
control of l'Anguille, distracting his opponents from their 
work at the Oisillon Palace.   
 One individual who has associated himself with the 
Duc de l'Anguille, more out of a sense of traditional 
loyalty to the nobility than anything else, is Admiral 
Pierre Marouanec. He was offered the chance of an 
alliance with the new governor of l'Anguille, and saw that 
this would make his job of controlling the naval elements 
stationed in the city much easier. Loiseau, however, is 
finding it hard to get Marouanec to do anything; he is 
extremely pragmatic, and will do very little that is not 
directly related to his naval responsibilities. But the fact 
that he has declared for the governor rather than the 
Granvelle family is enough for Henri to keep on currying 
his favour.  
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THE CAPUCINET FAMILY 
The large and thinly populated 
province of Navarre is the 
heartland of the Capucinet clan, 
who have a deep and ancient 
control over the area rarely 
equalled elsewhere in 
Bretonnia. Their clients have a 
strong sense of loyalty 
ingrained by centuries of border 
conflict with the Estalians, in 

which the Ducs of Navarre, the Capucinet family, have 
always provided effective leadership for their countrymen 
(the people of Navarre, that is; Bretonnians are to a large 
extent seen as foreigners).  
 The province was only attached to Bretonnia 
comparatively recently through the marriage of 
Enguerrand le Fier to Irene of Navarre in 1301 IC. Prior 
to that date, the people of Navarre - in particular the 
nobility - had just as much in common with the Estalians 
as with the Bretonnians, and their speech and customs are 
still markedly different from those of the north. Even the 
King and Cardinal Dumourieux tacitly recognise the fact 
that, if push came to shove, the nobles and people of 
Navarre would follow Richard Trenchant Capucinet 
rather than Charles III de la Tête d'Or.  
  Richard Trenchant Capucinet has inherited many of 
the worst features of his father, Cedrique Olivier 
Capucinet; he is devious and cunning, eager to seize any 
advantage or opportunity if it will advance his position. 
Although he is in fact a notably handsome man, fond of 
fencing and careful of his food, amongst the population 
outside mountainous Navarre he is seen as a fairy-tale 
villain, hunchbacked and hideously ugly. Most of this is 
due to natural mistrust of southerners (who are seen as too 
much like Estalians to be quite trusted) and to rumours 
put around by the De Semblancy family, with whom the 
Capucinet have an ancient and bitter feud. It is said to 
date back to a botched campaign in the passes to Tilea in 
eastern Navarre, in which the heir of a Duc de Lyonnais 
perished. The De Semblancy say this was due to the 
desertion of the Capucinet, the Capucinet claiming that 
the expedition simply vanished into the mists when 
nearing an abandoned dwarf settlement. The influence of 
the De Semblancy also goes to explain why the Capucinet 
have never been able to acquire lands outside Navarre, 
though this is more because both the Capucinet and their 
clients feel far more bound to the land of Navarre than 
others do to their homelands. Richard Trenchant shares 
this attitude to some extent, but is also keen to advance 
the power of his family, hopefully at the expense of the 
De Semblancy. To this end he is increasing the 
traditionally minor Capucinet presence at the royal court, 
and he is actively seeking heirs for his two young 
children; force and compulsion are well within his grasp, 
and he will stop at nothing in getting control over the 
areas on the border he has in mind. According to some 
sources, the recent troubles with Bilbali have not been 
entirely uninfluenced by the Duc of Navarre, and if the 
kingdom was suddenly threatened on its southern border, 
Richard Trenchant Capucinet could hold King Charles III 
and the security of Bretonnia to ransom.  

 A major potential point of contention is the lawless 
city of Brionne, where Charles III has installed Pierre de 
Jolensac, a famously lucky and grasping baron from 
Armorique, as governor. Jolensac's governorship has seen 
the situation in the city remain static; whereas before the 
Capucinet Ducs, acting as governors, commanded an 
innate respect if not obedience from the people, the King's 
agent wields authority thanks more to his blunt, 
sometimes brutal administration, far firmer and more 
efficient than most other governments. In the city, he has 
struck a balance with the various criminal gangs and 
semi-criminal guild associations, many of which are also 
subsidised by and linked with the Capucinet family. They 
carry on their feuds and fighting just as before, but for the 
moment Jolensac has no problem with letting them spend 
their energies on bickering with each other, so long as it is 
done privately. On the whole, Jolensac has managed to 
ingratiate himself with the existing Capucinet partisans, 
and has even won the grudging respect of Richard 
Trenchant Capucinet for remaining in power: prior to his 
term in office, which began six years ago, no governor 
save the Capucinet themselves, had lasted so long. The 
people of Brionne, including even the most lowly and 
desperate criminal elements, have a natural sentimentality 
towards the Capucinet family, who have simply been in 
charge for so long that they cannot give countenance to 
any other possibility. One of the reasons they like the 
Capucinet so much is that they generally accepted that 
they couldn't exert their control over Brionne, and by and 
large left the town to run itself. They even tolerated the 
cult of Ranald; though an unofficial arrangement, it has 
been picked up upon by the De Semblancy, who spread 
the rumour at court to damage the reputation of the 
Capucinet.  
 Richard Trenchant Capucinet's younger brother 
Arnaud Alphonse Capucinet leads the deputation of 
swarthy Navarrese nobles at the Oisillon Palace, where he 
is winning a reputation as something of a ladies' man; the 
De Semblancy family, however, hate him just as much as 
they do the Dumourieux family, and Arnaud Alphonse 
has been involved in half a dozen duels; his steady hand 
and swift blade have maintained the honour of Navarre in 
the face of all challenges, but Richard Trenchant has told 
him not to endanger the family's presence at court by 
indulging in any more ribaldry. As this brother shares all 
the chivalric faculties of his elder sibling, the Capucinet 
are expected by those in the know to begin to make a 
comeback soon. It is rumoured that, in his earlier travels 
in Tilea, Arnaud Alphonse spent time at the University of 
Miragliano, gaining some very valuable skills and 
acquaintances that may be called into play sometime in 
the near future. 
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THE AMBOISE FAMILY 
Amongst the great houses 
of Bretonnia, the family of 
Amboise are renowned as 
the most cultured and 
sophisticated. For five 
hundred years they have 
presided Gascogne and 
Bordeleaux, and today they 
live a dizzying life of 
eloquent recitations, dances 
and visits to the many 
graceful chateaux which 

dot the countryside around the wide and lazy river 
Morceaux.  
 Although the province of Gascogne, the domain of the 
Amboise family, is small by Bretonnian standards, it is 
unusually rich and productive; its peasants are famously 
fat and good-natured, with bad harvests being little more 
than bad dreams for these lucky farmers. On the back of 
ever-greater wine exports from Bordeleaux, the 
phenomenal wealth of the Amboise family has been built 
up to truly dazzling levels. They and their leading clients 
can afford to subsidise grand projects such as the 
construction of fairy-tale chateaux perched high over 
rivers and rolling countryside, or the writing and printing 
of books on poetry, history, magic, science and folk-tales. 
Under the patronage of the Amboise family, the 
university of Bordeleaux was founded in 2288 IC, and has 
now become one of the greatest academic and literary 
centres in Bretonnia, if not in the Old World; its writers 
and professors have advanced the literature of Bretonnian 
(as opposed to classical) to a far greater extent than 
Reikspiel. In terms of law, theology and science, it is an 
open rival of the Faculty du Sorbet, the University of 
Guisoreux.  
 The Amboise family is not large, and is dominated by 
two great figures: Blanche de la Rose Amboise and 
Hubert de la Motte. Jules Blois, Duc de Gascogne and 
supposed head of the family is, though an ebullient figure, 
liberal in his consumption of wine and distribution of 
gifts, rather a nonentity in matters  not connected to the 
table and the goblet. Hubert de la Motte, the Marquis de 
Frejus, chooses to expend his time on other pursuits than 
is common for young men of his age and birth, including 
politics. Unlike other nobles, he is not especially 
interested in hunting and warfare; he has a deep love of 
learning, culture and enlightened society. Some at the 
Oisillon Palace say his knowledge is not befitting one of 
Hubert's station, and it is certainly true that he spends 
more time in the more esoteric sections of the extensive 
royal library than is entirely good for him. In this he is 
like Tancred, his cousin and the King's younger brother; 
the two actually have quite a close relationship, and the 
older Hubert spends long hours aiding Tancred in his 
studies of obscure subjects.  
 Despite Hubert's love of scholarship, the Marquis feels 
just as comfortable in the ballroom. He and his elegant 
companions cut a dashing sight at the Oisillon Palace, 
impressing the court with their intelligence and grace; 
they are the life and soul of balls and daily life at the 

Palace. He also wields much political influence thanks to 
his position as Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs; 
Hubert revels in the opportunity to write finely-honed 
missives and organise impressive entertainments for 
foreign officials. Although suave and sophisticated, 
Hubert is renowned for his arrogance; he is clever and 
powerful, and he knows it. If he judges someone to not be 
worth his time, they soon know about it. A major saving 
grace is the fact that he is very good at deciding who can 
be of most benefit to him or to the state (though his own 
good takes first place) without automatically looking at 
birth or wealth. Indeed, his insight is perhaps a little too 
deep and unnerving; Hubert's piercing gaze lets everyone 
know that he has something on them - not always 
something that he could be reasonably expected to know.  
 Hubert’s aunt, Blanche de la Rose Amboise (or, to 
some, Blois) inherited rulership of the Amboise lands 
when her father died without a mature heir; she in turn 
had been married to Gontrand le Bien Bel, a younger 
brother of Charles II notorious for his appetite and 
enormous belly. Someone more different from the thin, 
pretty little de facto heiress to the wealthy Duchy of 
Gascogne was hard to imagine. However, Blanche rose to 
the challenge, and when her husband wanted her to be, 
she proved a dutiful wife. Gontrand, of course, took little 
personal interest in Blanche (though her lands certainly 
did arouse his attention) and the two spent little time 
together, with the Duc obliged to be at court to, at first, 
stick close to the heart of government and later to run the 
kingdom. Hubert de la Motte was perhaps the only 
positive product of their relationship. In his absence, 
Blanche developed the chateaux and palaces of the wine-
country round Bordeleaux and the Morceaux river into an 
especially vibrant environment to cultivate the spirit and 
the intellect. An 'age d'or' of poetic and artistic finesse 
opened, and continues to this day; the scholars, writers, 
architects and artists who compete for the attentions of the 
Amboise faction far outstrip even their demand, so that 
most end up living a very 'bohemian' existence in the 
squalid but cheery slums around Bordeleaux university 
known as ‘Le Grand Mont’.  
 Blanche's current husband Jules, another brother of the 
King, was once again forced upon her by the Oisillon 
authorities, who are said to have threatened to disinherit 
her under an obscure law concerning female land 
ownership. But despite their relationship's lack of real 
feeling on either side (Blanche is somewhat disdainful 
and arrogant so far as upper-class Bretonnian men go 
after her experiences) Jules certainly does know how to 
have a good time, and his presence has only added to the 
unique lifestyle of Gascogne.   
 Another important project that has gone ahead thanks 
largely to the influence and especial interest of Blanche is 
that of colonising the New World. Bordeleaux has a long 
and proud maritime tradition, and even the bourgeois 
Merchant Guild agreed to fund part of the expeditions. 
The city, the Guild and the nobles now have the profits of 
the colonies of Nouveau Bagnoles, Charlesfort and others 
to fight over.  
 Blanche herself has far outlived Gontrand, but never 
produced any children save Hubert. Those close to the 
Bordeleaux court say that offspring are unlikely to result 
from the new union with Gontrand's brother, Jules. She 
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and her son, consequently, have a very close relationship, 
with Blanche acting as Hubert's adviser and confidante; 
he trusts her implicitly and will speak his true mind to her 
alone. Known as the 'Diamond of the Deep' because of 
her connections with the wealth of the Morceaux, Blanche 
keeps a peripatetic court that is constantly on the move 
from chateau to chateau to Bordeleaux and back to the 
country again; it is a long and colourful procession of 
banners and numberless servants, followed by legions 
favour-hunters and hangers-on. The intelligent Blanche 
thrives in this atmosphere, governing the duchy of 
Gascogne very efficiently, and has even composed poetry 
of her own; she is widely spoken of as the best hostess in 
all Bretonnia. Under the guidance of Blanche and Hubert 
(who has been appointed governor of Bordeleaux in 
recognition of his royal blood and cultural connections; in 
practice he allows Blanche to do the actual work of 
government in the city), the cultural life of Bordeleaux 
has thrived, whilst regular distributions of free wine and 
bread ensure her popularity with the commoners. Even so, 
they have not aroused the sympathy of Bordeleaux's 
bourgeoisie, who stubbornly maintain their many ancient 
privileges; at times there is virtual warfare between the 
rich merchants and the Amboise's supporters, with both 
trying to gain the aid of the intelligentsia and the 
commoners in a continuing power struggle.   
 Although the existence of the Gascogne nobility may 
sound idyllic and free from the dangers of the outside 
world, this is far from the truth; beneath the enlightened 
veneer lies just as much backstabbing and intrigue as is to 
be found in the Oisillon Palace or any other noble 
household. Illicit affairs, dependency on the many 
chemical and herbal substances used to add verve to balls, 
membership of strange and ancient societies that hold 
secret, decadent meetings in the dead of night, plots, 
slanders and much else are all hinted at but never brought 
into the open; to do so would be to rip the heart out of the 
grand illusion on which the happy aristocrats of Gascogne 
thrive.  
 

THE LEFEVRE FAMILY 
Very little is known about this ancient and proud family, 
who hold the potentially vital border with the Empire in 
Bourgon. Indeed, the whole region is something of a 
backwater, known for its isolation, bloody past and 
brooding, well-defended chateaux. The sullen peasants 
remember many tales of war, massacre and other, darker 
secrets that are best left told behind barred gates.   

The Lefevre, wealthy Comtes de Domme,  never visit 
the court, though it is believed that they donated one 
daughter to the royal lineage some 150 years ago. 
Occasionally an envoy or communique is received, but 
this is apparently as far as connections with the 
mysterious Lefevre go. Charles III, however, fearing for 
his borders, is keen to regularise contact with his eastern 
defenders, and is currently trying to organise some sort of 
visit from the Lefevre. 

 

Government members recapitulation 
- Prime Minister : Cardinal of Shallya, Henri Armagnac 
Dumourieux (Dumourieux Faction) 
- Minister of Finance : Pierre Granvelle, son of  Bernard 
Granvelle, Comte de Perrac (Granvelle Faction) 
- Minister of the Army and the Navy : young Louis 
Villeroi, Charles III's best friend (Blois Faction) 
- Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs :  Hubert de la 
Motte, Marquis de Frejus the King's cousin (Amboise 
faction) 
- Secretary of State at Dispatches : Nicholas Fouquet, 
Comte de Sarlat (De Semblancy faction) 
 

A summary of factions at court 
The King's court at the great Oisillon Palace is a huge and 
diverse mix of nobles and favour-seekers assembled from 
across the kingdom and beyond. To try and help make 
some sense of the complex situation and summarise the 
information above, here is a brief list of the factions to be 
found at the court in order of size and influence; further 
details can be found above: 
 
THE BLOIS FAMILY: The King's own clients and 
extended relatives; a very large faction who openly 
interfere and get dragged into the machinations of other 
groups, with little group dynamic of their own and several 
leaders with conflicting interests. Few if any would, 
however, desert the King's patronage. They include the 
King's brothers, Guillaume and Tancred; his brother 
Blaize (though he is rarely at court); the King's favourite, 
Louis Villeroi; and the Duc de Brossard, Governor of 
Guisoreux, as well as numerous other officials and nobles 
dotted around the land. 
 
THE CARDINAL'S FACTION: The King's Prime 
Minister, his friends and his dependants; many are 
attracted to the Cardinal by his current level of influence, 
and were this to be diminished so would his faction 
decline in numbers. The Cardinal is generally opposed to 
the De Semblancy, and anyone else who gets too big for 
their boots can expect him to oppose them. 
 
THE DE SEMBLANCY FAMILY: François de 
Semblancy, Duc de Lyonnais and Marshal of Bretonnia, 
together with his own clients and relatives, including his 
wife, Annette, sister to King Charles; and Nicholas 
Fouquet, Comte de Sarlat and Secretary of State at 
Despatches. They are bitterly opposed to the Cardinal, 
'noblesse de robe' and the Capucinet family; in general 
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they are arch-conservatives who distrust any new measure 
that could compromise their position. 
 
THE GRANVELLE FAMILY: Led at court by Pierre 
Granvelle, Minister of Finance and son of Bernard 
Granvelle, Comte de Perrac (who is based in l’ Anguille); 
supported by his brothers and clients, most of whom are 
comparatively new into the aristocracy and politics. They 
have a good working relationship with the Cardinal and 
the King, but encounter varying levels of hostility from 
other, more established nobles, in particular the De 
Semblancy. The Granvelle are open rivals with the 
Loiseau family, and the de Cabourg family and the 
Knights of the Holy Blood detest them. 
 
THE AMBOISE FAMILY: Dynamically led at court by 
Hubert de la Motte, Marquis de Frejus, Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs and the King's cousin; also many 
nobles from Gascogne. The official head of the family is 
Jules Blois, Duc de Gascogne and uncle to Charles III; he 
is not active in politics and remains in Bordeleaux with 
his wife Blanche. The Amboise faction get on fairly well 
with all the other factions and have many allies in the 
Blois family thanks to Hubert's royal blood.  
 
THE CAPUCINET FAMILY: As the family head, the 
Duc of Navarre, is reluctant to leave his own lands, the 
faction at court is led by his brother Alphonse Capucinet, 
who is accompanied by a number of fellow Navarrese 
aristocrats; they bring an unsavoury reputation and an 
ancestral feud with the De Semblancy to the Oisillon 
Palace. Other factions are still trying to determine exactly 
what the Capucinet want at court and if the Duc of 
Navarre's wishes are compatible with their own. 
 
THE RELIGIOUS FACTION: Not really a faction in 
itself; comprises all the great clerics in the land, who are 
obliged by tradition to sit together when the King is 
present. At varying times all seven Cardinals (of the cults 
of Shallya, Myrmidia, Verena, Taal, Morr, Manann and 
Ulric) and the kingdom's Archeveques and Eveques 
(archbishops and bishops) attend. Nearly all who 
regularly come to court are affiliated with one of the other 
factions, whose interests they support. 
Most of the Cardinals are involved with one of the courtly 
factions, and many have blood ties with the nobility. 
Below are listed the seven Cardinals, where they are 
based and the factions they support:  
 Cardinal of Shallya, Henri Armagnac Dumourieux 
(Couronne) - DUMOURIEUX FACTION 
 Cardinal of Myrmidia, Claude de Vendome 
(Quenelles) - DE SEMBLANCY FAMILY 

Cardinal of Verena, Gibaud De Rennes (Guisoreux) - 
BLOIS FAMILY 
 Cardinal of Morr, Cicere Marsallas (Guisoreux) - 
BLOIS FAMILY (but only by instinct; generally stays out 
of politics) 
 Cardinal of Taal, Quentin Eurtre (Parravon) - 
DUMOURIEUX FACTION (again, rarely attends court 
and normally not concerned with government) 
 Cardinal of Manann, Toine Rohan-Rochefort 
(Bordeleaux) - AMBOISE FAMILY 

 Cardinal of Ulric, Alf-Andre de Negrepelisse 
(l'Anguille) - KNIGHTS OF THE HOLY BLOOD/DE 
CABOURG FAMILY 
 
THE KNIGHTS OF THE HOLY BLOOD: Small but 
vociferous group of old-fashioned knights and 
impoverished aristocrats, mostly from Armorique led by 
Leoncoeur, the King's champion. Advocate war and very 
conservative ideals, especially on religion; Alf-Andre de 
Negrepelisse, Cardinal of Ulric, supports the Knights 
sometimes.  

 
THE ARTOIS FAMILY: Old military family from 
eastern Flandres who refuse to bow down to the advances 
of Cardinal Dumourieux. Led by Paul d'Artois, who is 
slowly winning the allegiance of other Flandres nobles 
opposed to the Cardinal. Quietly allied with the De 
Semblancy faction. 
 
THE DE CABOURG FAMILY: Represent the staunch, 
proud and independent section of Armorique's old-style 
aristocracy. Descended from the Norse settlers of northern 
Armorique with some links to the Ulrican faith and led by 
the soldier Guillaume de Cabourg. Support the De 
Semblancy by default, but are reluctant to enter into any 
firm alliance. Hate the Granvelle and the Loiseau 
families. Most of the time Alf-Andre de Negrepelisse 
associates with the de Cabourg.  
 
THE LOISEAU FAMILY: A landed family from 
Armorique who have taken on the Granvelle and the 
noblesse de robe at their own game. Seen as traitors by 
some nobles. Led by Henri Loiseau, Duc de l'Anguille, 
whose clients include Xavier Gevaudan, the Governor of 
l'Anguille, and admiral Marouanec. He is in direct 
competition with the Granvelle family and has closest 
relations with the Blois family. Generally more concerned 
with advancing his own power than forging alliances. 
 
OTHERS: There are many other individuals and groups at 
court who are not linked with any of the major factions. 
These include nobles who simply have no ties to the great 
families, foreigners (including ambassadors) and some 
individuals who are asked by the King to attend the court; 
military officers, lawyers, clerks, doctors, wizards, 
academics and others can all be found at various time. 


